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Letters to the editor

Mario DiPrisco for Lafayette’s City
Council

We first met Mario DiPrisco and his wife
Jen at Lafayette Nursery School in 2009,
We got a front-row seat as to what type of
father, husband, and teammate he was, as
LNS is a cooperative preschool that re-
quires parents to do chores, participate,
and essentially help sustain the school.
Mario was and remains high-energy and
smart. We're confident he'll strengthen
the partnership between our city and
schools.

Since then, we've seen Mario's com-
mitment to understanding the key issues
affecting our community, such as wildfire
safety, residents losing their insurance
coverage, and responsible development
planning. His proposals are bold. Mario’s
thoughtful approach to finances is exactly
what we need on the City Council, and
we're confident he will manage the city's
resources with the same care and
diligence.

Mario is open and approachable. We
saw him at a recent House Party event,
and if you're undecided, attending one is
a perfect chance to meet him in person.

This election is a great opportunity to
bring fresh energy and ideas to our City
Council. We encourage you to vote for
Mario.

Brian & Tifanie Mikalis
Lafayette

Re-Elect Mayor Gina Dawson and in-
cumbents for Lafayette City Council

Experience matters, especially on the City
Council. Decisions on complex housing
regulations and the fiscal budgets, for ex-
ample, require a knowledge and history
that best comes from years of council and
commission service. Luckily with this
election we have four standout candi-
dates: Gina Dawson, Carl Anduri, John
McCormick, and Jim Cervantes.

My wife and current Mayor, Gina
Dawson, brings 16 years of community
service and four years serving on City
Council. Her tenacity to stand up for her
community stems from empathy towards
those she meets and an unwavering de-
sire to listen to all viewpoints. It was my
privilege to work with her after we
formed the non-profit Save Lafayette
Trees. She boldly confronted PG&E exec-
utives at a shareholder meeting to ask for
investments in safety, and she presented
new solutions to federal pipeline regula-
tors, all with her trademark smile. To-
gether we've saved hundreds of protected

oak trees while improving gas pipeline
safety in our neighborhoods. I couldn't be
prouder of her work then and now.

Gina is joined in this election by two
incumbent candidates, former Mayor Carl
Anduri and Councilmember John Mc-
Cormick. Both have shown that they are
whip-smart, thoughtful, and unwavering
in their commitment to Lafayette. They're
also two of the nicest guys you'll meet.
For the two-year position I'm supporting
Jim Cervantes, a well-respected former
chair of CPAC who knows Lafayette well
and can work effectively with a wide
group of people. His 34 year work history
in public finance will be an asset for fu-
ture Council deliberations.

Gina Dawson, Carl Anduri, John Mc-
Cormick, and Jim Cervantes have shown
they share our community values and are
proven leaders in Lafayette. They clearly
represent the best and strongest choice
for leading Lafayette forward — please
vote for them this election.

Michael Dawson
Co-Founder, Save Lafayette Trees
Lafayette

AUHSD Board candidate Stacey
Schweppe

Strong and thriving schools are essential
in shaping our children’s lives. We need
Board members that will advocate on be-
half of students, parents, and teachers to
build on the exceptional educational
standards that characterize AUHSD and
to lead the district as it faces budget and
other challenges. That's why [ am sup-
porting Stacey Schweppe for the AUHSD
School Board. As a parent and school vol-
unteer, | worked closely with Stacey for
many years. I attest to her extensive ex-
perience, dedication, and steadfastness
throughout her leadership in multiple
positions at the school, district, and com-
mittee level. Please join me in voting for
Stacey Schweppe for AUHSD Board.
Thank you,

Elissa Lawson

Walnut Creek

City Council and Measure H

My wife and I moved to Lafayette in 1989
because of excellent public schools, beau-
tiful open space and nature, and fiscally
responsible city government openly en-
gaging volunteers to serve on boards and
commissions that help shape policy for
the City. Everytime I travel away from
Laflayette, I always feel glad we live here
when I get home.
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I am endorsing Carl Auduri, John
McCormick and Gena Dawson for re-
election to the City Council and Jim Cer-
vantes for the open two-year term. I also
urge Lafayette residents to vote for Mea-
sure H so the City can maintain current
levels of basic road and street mainte-
nance, police and public safety, programs
for our senior residents, and other exist-
ing programs that contribute to the high
quality of life we enjoy in Lafayette. In-
flation has hit our City general fund as
much as the rest of us. The cuts that
would be necessary if Measure H fails
will detract from the quality of life we
now enjoy. Assuming Measure H passes,
our city sales tax will still be among the
lowest in Contra Costa County. A large
portion will be paid by non-residents who
spend in our thriving local businesses
and restaurants.

While there are always some City
Council decisions some people do not
agree with, I believe council members
Anduri, Dawson and McCormick have
consistently worked to serve the best in-
terests of all citizens of Lafayette in a fis-
cally responsible manner. Having ob-
served candidate Cervantes in action on
the General Plan Advisory Board (espe-
cially his leadership regarding the com-
plex and potentially divisive Housing Ele-
ment) I believe he has the best experi-
ence, knowledge and temperament to add
value to the City Council.

Lafayette has to navigate through
significant challenges ahead - inflation,
housing, traffic, fire safety, growth man-
agement. We need seasoned, community
focused and collaborative leadership on
the Council and we need the additional
General Fund revenue Measure H will
provide. Please join me in voting for An-
duri, Dawson, McCormick and Cervantes,
and Measure H for the love of Lafayette.
Jamie Harris
Former Member, Parks and Recreation
Commission and Planning Commission

In support of Climate Action Carl

I support re-electing Councilmember Carl
Anduri to the Lafayette City Council this
November, Having worked with Carl on
the Lafayette Environmental Task Force,
I'm impressed by his dedication to our
community, his thoughtful consideration
of differing opinions, and his persistence
in promoting climate action both on the
individual and on the municipal level.
Thanks to his leadership, Lafayette
passed an EV charging ordinance in 2022,
ensuring that new multi-family housing
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includes the necessary infrastructure for
easy EV charging. As gas prices rise and
more residents transition to electric vehi-
cles, this proactive measure is essential
for our community.

Carl also played a key role in the
2023 Leaf Blower ordinance, helping the
city move away from gas-powered leaf
blowers. This transition has made
Lafayette quieter and has encouraged
both commercial gardeners and home-
owners to adopt electric alternatives.
Carl is a resourceful and diligent public
servant committed to our community’s
future. [ urge voters to re-elect him to the
Lafayette City Council.

Nancy Hu, DDS

Lafayette resident, Former Chair and
Current member of Lafayette Environ-
mental Task Force

Vote for Lynda Deschambault

There is no escaping global warming with
its inherent problems, and the East Bay
Regional Park District is no exception.
Drought, toxic water bodies, dead trees,
and the ever-constant threat of wildfires
are just some of the issues that the park
directors will be grappling with now and
into the future. Expertise will be greatly
needed, and Lynda Deschambault will be
a ‘dream come true’ for the park district,
as she has 37 years of experience as an
environmental scientist, 19 of which were
waorking at the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Lynda Deschambault is running for
Ward 2 in the EBRPD, and she has al-
ready been serving on the Parks Advisory
Committee, having been appointed to it
by retiring director Dee Rosario.

T've known Lynda for over 20 years
and personally witnessed her involve-
ment in her community and in the edu-
cation of our youth for the next genera-
tion. She always works tirelessly for the
environment and inspires those around
her to do likewise. We desperately need
more people like Lynda to be in these po-
sitions, where both scientific knowledge
and expertise, as well as a passionate
concern for the environment, are inter-
woven. There is no one else who can
match the qualifications needed for this
job other than Lynda Deschambault. A
vote for her will mean a vote for protect-
ing our wonderful 75 parks, with its
120,000 acres of land.

Kay James
Moraga
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PROVEN
EXPERIENCE

to deal with our most
pressing challenges:

Implement our state-required
Housing Element in a way that not
only adds housing but:
Provides for downtown parks
Makes Lafayette more pedestrian and
bicycle friendly
Expands businesses and makes our
downtown vibrant
Protects our hillsides, ridgelines and
Open spaces

Reduce wildfire risk

Implement Vision Zero and make
our streets even safer

Strengthen our sense of indusivity
and community

Make Lafayette more green and
sustainable

Adopt and implement our
Age-Friendly Action Plan

Pass Measure H — continue
Lafayette's tradition of sound
financial management

2011 and 2023

Force (Co-Chair)

RE-ELECT

Carl Anduri

Lafayette City Council

“Carl and | served together on our City Council. He

cares deeply about our community and its future.

I know Lafayette will continue to be in good hands
with Carl’s proven leadership.”

- Mike Anderson, Former Mayor and Lafaystte Citizen of the Year

“We need Carl’s proven experience, judgment and
vision on the Council. He has been a great Council
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“There is a reason people who served with and worked with Carl
are supporting him—they know his experience and leadership
will make Lafayette a better place to live for all of us.”
- Teresa Gerringer, Former Mayor, Lafayette

Lafayette Planning Commission: Commissioner, 1997-2002; Chair, 2001, 2002

¢ Served on numerous Lafayette task forces and committees, including the
Hillside Task Force, Open Space Task Force, Environmental Task Force (Co-Chair),
Senior Housing Task Force (Co-Chair), Park Theater Task Force and Roads Task
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-member for our entire community.”
- Anne Grodin, Former Mayor and Lafayette Citizen of the Year
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